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Hilton, James Morning Journey 
Brown. Feb. 19, 1951. 345p. $3.00. (An Atlantic 
Monthly Press Book.) 
Morning Journey the title the motion picture which 
brings lovely Carey Arundel the screen and stardom 
after several years retirement from the Broadway 
stage; and the first film directed Hollywood 
Paul Saffron, who had been known artist the 
Europe. has won the annual Critics’ 
Awards for direction, for best leading actress, Miss 
Arundel, and best leading actor, Greg Wilson. The 
title also, presume, supposed sum the theme 
this closely printed long novel; something, perhaps, 
the effect that those with whom one makes one’s 
journey the morning life are those with whom one 
should make the journey life’s evening. Or: first 
love lasting. Or: divorce, even among the tempera- 
mental denizens the rarefied artificial climate 
theater and cinema, not good for either the parties 
involved. 
The over-all impression which Mr. Hilton’s latest book 
leaves with that curiously feminine. Perhaps 
that because the focus centered mostly its 
feminine lead, Irish-born Carey Arundel; and because 
the whole situation conglomerate situations 
rather heavily weighted her favor. She all sweet- 
ness and light, gay charmer, intelligent, warm-hearted, 
long-suffering, self-deprecating and modest. The men 
the story suffer comparison with such paragon; 
not altogether justly, save for the purposes the story. 
Paul Saffron, the leading male character something 
insufferable little extrovert, activated what 
may described the standard mid- 
west inferiority complex; shorter-than-heroic, fat- 
unconscionably self-centered, self- 
opinionated, domineering, unstable. Yet sup- 
posed have genius for direction plays and pic- 
tures. “devoted-to-his-art”. And how many 
this type have seen who never get anywhere near 
where Paul Saffron made Mr. Hilton! There 
must several hundred within the few acres bounded 
42nd, Broadway, 57th, and Ninth. Mostly they are 
super-endowed with enthusiasm that compensates 
part for their lack talent. They usually talk 
great production and flop miserably when, occasion- 
ally happens, someone takes them their word and 
invests money thereon. 
The other leading male character, (mid-third the 
k), cultured, self-effacing but brilliant and 


wealthy widower with son who woos 


and wins Carey New York while Paul off Ger- 
many making triumphantly artistic failure film 
which spends most Carey’s and his money. 
But getting ahead the summary the story. 
Carey, simple young Irish girl, marries footloose and 
almost penniless correspondent Paul Saffron. makes 
her star the stage his brilliant and demanding 
direction. They make pots money. Then Paul gets 
the idea can create great films, and starts out with 
one Everyman Germany, while Carey continues 
with new play New York. Paul has affaire 
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with his leading lady Germany. Carey does not 
mind that much that she beginning realize 
that Paul has been devouring her life with his selfish- 
ness, his tempers. She realizes most clearly when she 
thinks the peace that Austen Bond can provide her 
with: house-in-town, country estate, (as lass 
old Ireland she had loved the country 
she gets Mexican divorce and marries Austen and 
all ready live happily ever after, when (after the 
war), Paul returns the United States, New York 
and her life. Because suspected having col- 
laborated with the Germans occupying France, one 
will take chance Paul, until Carey finally agrees 
return the theater, going into the movies, in- 
sisting the one condition her making film that 
Paul the director. Paul directs the film; 
smashing success. But Paul, unpredictable always, 
publicly says the worst film has ever made. One 
thing and another being put together, with the final 
knowledge that Paul has bad heart condition and 
needs her, Carey decides forsake Austen and take 
the care Paul. 


There the story ends. But rather thoroughly told, 
with lashings somewhat maudlin superficial 
philosophizing, which, the author credit, ac- 
curate-enough reflection the thinking that the people 
the milieu describing indulge in. That will 
sell well, have doubt; but Morning Journey no- 
where near the level Goodbye, Mr. Chips, 
Lost Horizon, Random Harvest, name few 
the popular novels Mr. Hilton has written before it. 
There are some very sharply observed satiric comments 
the course Morning Journey. Perhaps Mr. Hilton 
meant the whole thing satiric? 

Richard Conlin, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The Pillar Fire 


Stern, Karl 
310p. $3.50. 


Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 23, 1951. 
Winner the Christophers’ Award) 
Let say once that this one the most satisfying 
and rewarding books has been pleasure read 
many months. warm, affectionate, modest 
and moving account the life cultured profes- 
sional man our times. Doctor Stern representa- 
tive the best product that European tradition 
education which insisted that man “specialize” 
some part his chosen field and yet would not tolerate 
mere “specialization”. widely read beyond the 
scope his professional studies psychiatric medicine, 
that can speak with easy familiarity such dis- 
parates Hegel and Maritain, Marx and St. Augus- 
tine, Lawrence and Dostoievski and Klages and 
Thomas Mann; musician perceptive taste and 
beter-than-middling talent the piano who delights 
playing chamber music which, says, “has been 
written the great masters primarily played, 
rather than listened then adds with characteristi- 
cally dry humor: “The fact that people listen 
complication which has reckoned with”. And, 
what more the point for the reader, Doctor Stern 
writes with quiet, attractively casual skill; can make 
phrases that quicken one’s attention with their almost- 
sharpness. 


Hilton Stern 


Best 


Dr. Stern was born and lived for the greater part 
his life German Bavaria, until the increasing 
anti-Hebraic fanaticism forced him take refuge 
London, whence migrated Canada and now js, 
staff member the Allan Memorial Institute 
University. was born into 
not-quite-Liberal, but more less typical 
German Jewish family. fondly remembers 
family, patriarchal grandfather, generous and 
ing mother, simple and warm-hearted father, cosmo 
polite uncle, and zealously talented younger brother, 
His first real contact with the Orthodox faith and prac. 
tice came when was sent live with pious widow 
and her children the town which attended 
secondary school. was much attracted its ascetic 
discipline, its meaningful ritual; but soon afterward 
slipped back into more comfortable observance 
and fast. His education was strenuous and intense and 
brought enthusiasm. Like many others his 
time and before it, might have dropped all 
practice had not felt impelled return the strict 
disciplines when Jewry was attacked and brutally 
loried the upsurging Nazi dictatorship. And was 
then, the closer came the Talmudic ritual, the 
more meditated prophets and teachers, that 
found himself more attracted Christ; then gradually 
Catholicism the flowering and fruition his 
ancestral faith. went through period 
twisting doubt, state mind and morale which, 
reminds us, Nietszche called ressentiment, reluctance 
desert his people the hour their agony; and did 
not finally ask for admission the Church until, his 
doubts settled, and his wife and family, (he had 
married London), were established Canada. 


But this book not much the story conversion 
the story one who became Catholic inevitably 
and almost against his will. Except for the last chapter 
some forty-three pages entitled “Letter 
Brother”, there little direct theological argument, 
little what called “apologetics”. However, 
dentally, those forty-three pages constitute one the 
most succinct and sincere presentations the 
mentals Christian faith, one the least pretentious 
and contentious pieces apologetique that have 


Yet fear that for the very reason that Doctor Stem 
now convinced and sincere Catholic, 
his autobiography labelled spiritual voyage from 
Judaism Catholicism”, will not receive the 
nition that richly merits. Purely its merits 
“modern psychiatrist’s personal story his life”, 
should popular and widely read Thomas 
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Merton’s Seven Storey Mountain. But “literary 
circles” the United States, one thing for man 
who had been Christian return his faith, even 
enter upon life most arduous practice Christian 
mysticism; but quite another for one who has been 
admit that has become Christian. 
and reviewers will fear acclaim applaud one who 
tivity which can decry the withdrawal the rather 
pathetically shoddy film, The Miracle, and the 
same time demand the supression Oliver Twist. 


For Doctor Stern’s book deserves read: Chris- 
tians, who will find better appreciation and 
understanding the Jewish faith and ritual, from 
which much the Christian faith and ritual derives; 
and Jews, who will better understand the process 
which Doctor Stern found fulfillment faith Chris- 
Doctor Stern himself well aware that faith 
itself gift which one cannot predict seize one’s 
own initiative. That aware the peril being 
misunderstood, states clearly his Foreword; but 
states there, too, the unequivocal problem: “That 
one simple question, whether Jesus was 
God incarnate, becomes increasingly decisive between 
people history moves forward. once 
said that the one question which everything 
the world depends. The answer this question cuts 
into human ties and seems reflect even the nature 
inanimate things.” 


our times, the conflict ideologies 
ophies, presents penetrating analysis; not the less 
important because trained and experienced psy- 
Yet leaves impression, does Arthur 
Koestler his new novel, irresoluble doubt tend- 
ing toward Spenglerian fatalism; rather offers us, 
experience, hope for peace mind and cour- 
age and hope the faith that has given him. 
There paragraph (on page 182), which seems 
worth quoting for its significance statement the 
problem which such writers Koestler present: 
“Modern man can longer take spiritual realities 
their face value. His the tragedy Hamlet. 
does not only experience; reflects. And once 
tries himself all those up-to-date tricks 


Koestler 


psychological investigation, lost. lacks 
naiveness and distrustful toward himself; soon 
sees himself hopelessly entangled inextricable 
network purely psychological references. Then 
comes the great turnabout: the only thing which 
real, ultimate Reality, appears something relative, 
pure mirror-phenomenon; and the network 
references appeais something very real. that 
moment the great negation completed.” 


significant, and consoling, that Doctor Stern credits 
the simple faith and charity insignificant people like 
the old servant Babette for the beginning his 
“spiritual voyage”. The example true and simple 
Christian lives more influential than polemic argu- 
ment; although that must also have its place time. 


few typographical errors, which one hopes the editors 
will correct for later editions. But all means read 
The Pillar Fire; for rewarding work. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Koestler, Arthur The Age Longing 
Macmillan. Feb. 26, 1951. 362p. $3.50. 

have doubt that Mr. Koestler’s hatred for the 
mechanistic monstrousness Stalinist, (and Comin- 
form), Communism sincere. His the hatred 
the disillusioned diciple for discarded dogma. But 
have grave doubts that has found, willing 
admit that there discoverable, any efficacious alter- 
native, save perhaps merely humanistic, more altru- 
istic form dialectic which will 
agnostic, not atheistic. finished the reading this 
book with the disquieting impression that Mr. Koestler 
can propose only the negative and defeatist attitude 
the Spenglerian philosophy vis-a-vis overwhelming 
power which menaces Europe and eventually mankind 
with virtual extinction. The people his novel who 
seem have their author’s sympathy have roots 
any faith that will vitalize their intellectual awareness 
and free their moral energies from lethargy resigna- 
tion the inevitable. They can only “die with 
flourish”, fighting hopelessly with weapons inadequate 
defend them some improvised barricades, take 
flight remote refuges planes prepared for their 
escape. 


One could, the basis what one could deduce from 
his novel, (if one can deduce anything about author 
from the fiction writes), that Mr. Koestler has not 
even abandoned Marxism. has 
perversion theoretic communism what Marxism 
has been Lenin and Stalin. seems 
contemptuous Christianity for failing blow the 
trumpets for armed Crusade against this latest mani- 
festation The Infidel; yet condemn for having 
sponsored the Crusades millenium ago. seems 
have swallowed without chewing the baseless 
parallel drawn between Communism and Catholicism, 
the effect that both are totalitarian. seems 
that there must strange blind spot the mental 
vision which can compare Rome and Moscow and find 
little choose between the two. Superficial 
edge both might explain the defect; else only wilful 
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intellectual surface similarity may seem 
exist. But the only parallel between the two that 
obverse and reverse; the parallel two poles, poles 
apart; positive and negative, mutually repellent. They 
are, Augustine has been pains point out, both 
cities; but one the City the World, materialistic, 
containing within itself the principle its own de- 
struction; the other the City God, spiritual and 
eternal. Both appeal man’s capacity for love; but 
the one inward, selfish, self-devouring; the other 
outward, self-denying, self-perfecting. And that ob- 
servation not intended polemic. Mr. Koestler 
makes his characters speak much about faith and the 
lack thereof; yet even their talk faith seems idle; for 
none them makes any distinction between faith and 
fanatisme. 

Yet Mr. Koestler comes close 
analysis emphasizing faith the basic necessity 
for action; for faith engenders hope, and the two beget 
charity, which the enduring perfection the other 
two and the sole principle positive action. That 
the unalterable psychologic triad. And that the 
thesis underlying the turgid and forbidding surface 
The Age Longing, then Mr. Koestler profoundly 
right and true, even though does not realize 
intend it. Yet believe can supposed that goes 
step beyond this and insists that the faith which will 
and must, (if are survive), inspire hope and 
charity must unequivocally true faith, not 
illusory perverse one. permits none his people 
realize express that conviction directly; they are 
represented only groping for something they cannot 
see touch. The only vitalizing force presents 
fanatisme for dialectical materialism, the cynically 
ruthless scientism that begets and perpetuates debas- 
ing, dehumanizing slavery mind and will, denying 
the very essence freedom evolving biological 
mechanism. 

Perfect product this environmental determinism 
one protagonist: Fedya Nikitin, arrogant serf 
Stalinist Marxism, second-generation representative 
atheistic bolshevism. His very self-assurance and brutal 
good looks attracts Hydie Anderson, convent-bred 
American bundle Freudian complexes. The clinical 
case-history these two unattractive people set down 
with care serve groundwork for their motivations. 
Hydie, disillusioned her mother’s alcoholism, her 
failure dissemble ecstatic piety, unfortunate 
marriage and subsequent divorce, 
faithlessness; therefore, she captivated Fedya’s 
brash and bland certainty his convictions. She has 
sleep with him discover how incapable self- 
lessness is; understand that feral rather than 
human. gesture protest against all repre- 
sents, she tries kill him, succeeds only wounding 
him, and goes off safe haven America the 
rumor vertical (parachute) invasion France 
begins appear founded fact. the last, she 
ineffectual. disillusioned French poet, Julien Na- 
varin, lamed wound suffered fighting Spain 
against Franco, serves kind commentator this 
central duello and rallying point for most the other 
characters, which include renegade Hero Culture, 
recividist philosopher, mad refugee, and patent 
parody existentialist Sartre. All the characters 


Stransky 


Best 


this novel are almost caricatures for having 
drawn too much detail. But none, save the fanatic 
Fedya and few his kind, have any real faith 
motivate either resistance 
They, none them, have any refuge save delusion 
despair. 

The scene the novel Paris 195-, i.e., tomorroy 
anywhere nine years from now. The 
with the exception few 
patriots, are represented indifferent the devil, dis 
guised “the Commonwealth Freedom Loving 
People”, and the deep blue sea, which dolla. 
smothered America. (There some crude and angy 
satire the asinity some our foreign-policy 
ties.) Everyone equipped with wrist ankle 
tion detectors and anti-radiation umbrellas; and there 
thriving black market almost everything. 


Nevertheless, picture the menace that confronts 
us, The Age Longing has horrendous immediacy; 
but leaves bitter, brassy taste, noxious hem. 
lock must resolve drink when the hour 
And does not the title hearken Saint Augustine 
again: “Our hearts are restless till they rest Thee” 
Ours Age Longing; and none but the Truth 
will satiate that longing stem the tide that threatens 


engulf us. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


East Wind Over Prague 
Jan. 22, 1951. 245p. $3.00. 
Jan Stransky escaped Poland after being arrested 
Czechoslovakia when the latter nation was occupied 
the Germans 1939. From Poland went 
where joined the Czechoslovak Army. fought 
the Germans until France collapsed. again 
aged escape from the enemy, this time England. 
There worked with the Czechoslovak Government 
in-Exile, subsequently returing his native 
when the Germans were driven out. Elected 
ment, fought the growing influence the 
munists. When the Communists seized control 
Czechoslovakia, Stransky once more became fugitive, 
returning England. This book extended 
the summarization presented this pare 
graph. 


Stransky, Jan 
Random House. 


Much that the book represents first hand 
tion: some material presented the author 
his friends and acquaintances who somehow survived 
the regimes initiated both the Germans and the 
Russians. Much the book devoted 
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Present plans call for the publication 
microfilm edition the entire volumes 
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tion the methods used the Communists extend 
their power. you wonder how this accomplished, 
you will learn much about from this account. The 
intimidation used the Communists upon the non- 
Communists clearly explained. area fairly 
evenly divided between Communists and non-Com- 
munists, for example, the Communists argue that 
one joins the Communists and the Communists later 
become supreme, one will safe and perhaps influen- 
tial, while anyone who has not joined the 
camp. the other hand, truly democratic form 
government later becomes supreme, nothing much 
will happen former Communist. Therefore, the 
argument concludes, join the Communist party. The 
admits that this overwhelmingly powerful 
argument, against which there seems very 
effective answer. 


recounts detail the horrors associated with the 
Russian “liberation” Czechoslovakia. Property 
all kinds was wantonly destroyed the Russians; 
women large numbers were violated; the will 
resist the Russians, despite these crimes, was, however, 
steadily and cunningly undermined. Russian influence 
gained the upper hand for Communist parties 
tions central and eastern Europe the end 
World War II. Important citizens 
blackmailed into joining the Communist party, and 
thereby securing freedom from persecution for all sorts 
imaginary crimes presumably committed during the 
German occupation. Then, too, there were those who 
mistakenly believed, until was too late, that Russian 
occupation could not possibly bad that the 
Germans. you wish learn more about men 
their worst, that is, this the book 
for you. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Thoby-Marcelin, Philippe, and Marcelin, Pierre 
The Pencil God 
Translated Leonard Thomas, with Introduction 
Edmund Wilson. Houghton Mifflin. Jan. 30,1951. 204p. 
$2.50. 
the raw material art, has sometimes been said, 
comes from the people, the authors this work have 
sunk their shaft into lode well worth mining. Their 
stories their native Haiti serve make articulate, 
they see them, the searchings and strivings their less 
civilized conduct achieves sort middle-aged 
cence. The present tale placed that ex- 
posing the complexities and conflict the life one 
Haitian, Diogéne Cyprien. 


export business collapsed with the govern- 
mental seizure, during the late War, the German 
concern with which was affiliated, and turned 
milling rice until such time normal trade relations 
were re-established. was respected but not 
member the mulatto segment the 
population, and his reputation for unbridled 
lechery was well known. stubbornly 
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dying mother’s request that give his philander- 
ing, and contrived clever campaign secure his 
mistress, Lourdes, sixteen-year-old Negress, daughter 
Commére Zéline. The accomplishment his de- 
sign leads devious ways his catastrophe, for his 
repudiation child borne Lourdes involves Di- 
ogéne controversy with Zéline, who, revenged 
him, turns sorcerers. His wife struck with 
strange malady, ascribable only voodooistic curse, 
his son dies, admits his fault the local priest 
and lapses again into reluctant commerce with the 
prescribed voodooists, and finally, struck progressive 
disasters and despair, kills himself the grave 
his son. 


The title the work has been captured from the popu- 
lar maxim, “The pencil God has rough 
approximation the biblical warning that the wages 
sin death. But the brothers Marcelin are not seri- 
ously concerned with teaching any such salutary lesson. 
Their sneering attitude toward the Christian faith 
evident not only the ineffective role the fumbling 
priest who has small part the narrative, and the 
negative influence Christianity the lives most 
the characters, but the frank irreverence 
allusion the Imitation Christ (p. 3), and the over 
blasphemy reference the Eucharist (p. 116). 
The unabashed revelation old Tonton Georges’ pre- 
occupation with sensuality and the bald treatment 
sexual relations the early chapters their book 
far beyond the bounds decency. 
Despite the jaunty air sophistication with which the 
authors parade their knowledge voodoo practices, 
and the undeniable skill with which they build 
their tragedy, there persistent note unreality 
throughout much the narrative. For example, the 
deliberate engrossment Diogene and Tonton Georges 
sexual relations, and the relish they derive from their 
conquests, seem less the response the natural urge 
unrestrained primitive than the artificial, height- 
ened delight sought Maupassant Boswell, 
intellectually acute but corrupt. Something spurious 
has crept into the delineation these characters, mar- 
ring the telling the tale, and making suspect the 
whole fabric. The raw material art which the 
Marcelins discovered has been misused serve the 
purpose their raw materialism. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 

Chairman, Department English, 


Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Mizener, Arthur 
Houghton Mifflin. 


The Far Side Paradise 
Jan. 29, 1951. 362p. $4.00. 


The late Scott Fitzgerald, may well be, likely 
become the literary “discovery” 1951. The Fitz- 
gerald revival now very thoroughly launched, what 
with Budd Schulberg’s novel The Disenchanted and 
Mr. Mizener’s biography, the first Fitzgerald. 
come this year are new edition the short stories 
edited Malcolm Cowley (with some ten stories res- 
cued from magazine files for the first time) and the re- 
printing the earlier novels, also antholegy 
critical essays edited Alfred Kazin. All this 
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striking contrast Fitzgerald’s reputation 1940, 
the year his death. His books were then all out 
print, and he, exiled Hollywood, had been practically 
forgotten. 

Now the Twenties and Fitzgerald are being revived to- 
gether, living our memories for the first time 
“history”. There rightness, even charm, the 
continued company the man and his 
though Mr. Mizener understandably vexed with those 
who “blame” Fitzgerald for the Twenties, though 
invented them, the association the two just. 


impossible try understand Fitzgerald without cop- 
ing with the Jazz Age—it both gave him his subject and 
gnawed away his “immaculateness 
the historian the times will probably always return 
Fitzgerald major interpreter and symbol. 


But Fitzgerald, this biography shows, did more than 
chronicle his times; because his “basic feeling for ex- 
perience was religious one” always applied moral 
judgment experience. And here, even more than 
his personal life, the area his final 
gerald’s failure moralist derives from the chaos 
within him which followed his 
Catholicism and from his lack the precisions the 
anima naturaliter Christiana, the dogmatic mind. 
The Jazz Age was time which called for the clearest 
distinction between extrinsic and intrinsic morality, for 
was period change, significant mutations 
our mores. This distinction Fitzgerald never made, and 
his work passed from insights and attitudes strongly 
colored Catholicism everybody’s naturalism the 
end. The journey Fitzgerald’s loyalties away from 
Catholicism (one treated, but not enough, Mr. 
Mizener’s book) may perhaps best summed 
Fitzgerald’s change attitude toward Chesterton. 
the beginning read with delight and referred 
his own “Chestertonian orthodoxy”. 
thumous The Crack-Up one finds very sour reference 


The Far Side Paradise incorporates many literary 
judgment its pages; but its chief concern the ex- 
ternal story Fitzgerald’s life, that almost exclusive 
source his The incredible, unhappy, extravagant 
story told with odd combination gusto and 
Mr. Mizener leaves very few stones un- 
turned his account life whose milestones were 
not much books and writing marital quarrels, 
drunken brawls, illnesses, and financial difficulties 
weird and terrible kind. But through all Fitzgerald 
is, Mr. Mizener would persuade us, more than the 
“Orestes the Ritz” one unfriendly critic has called 
him. Fitzgerald was man great personal charm— 
and charm all things the most for biog- 
rapher capture—but was irritatingly sophomoric 
too. The Far Side Paradise, too committed Fitz- 
gerald’s fame really objective and bit too ready 
apologize for the indefensible, major 
relates the life and the work one another with 
detail hitherto unattempted. And will doubtless 
permanent contribution the understanding 
permanent, finally minor, figure our literature. 
Riley Hughes, 


Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Godden Nourse 


Best 


BOOK THE MONTH 
SELECTION 

Godden, Rumer Breath 
Viking. Jan. 26, 1951. 280p. $3.00. 
Rumer Godden has chosen title that misleading 
Breath Air” coupled with sketch coral 
atoll, supple palms and aeroplane the 
raises hopes something fresh and cool, something 
refreshing and stimulating. Instead, Breath 
stale and faintly fetid more like the current 
air from the exhaust duct metropolitan subway, 
The story tired and trite and should ever arrive 
Hollywood, undoubtedly will, all the 
glamour the usual aquatic stars will needed 
enliven the tale. 
The story has been told over and over again. There 
the benign overlord exiled fortune and intent from 
Hebridean barony. called Mr. van Loomis, 
There his daughter, Charis, fresh out Rousseau, 
unspoiled, untamed, filled with philosophy and 
pletely unable reconcile what she has been taugh: 
from books with what she rapidly picks from 
ence. After two Americans land disabled plane close 
her father’s island, Charis more than willing 
jettison abstractions for Many the char 
acters are diverting; Mario the half-wit, 
musing alone the rocks isle”, Niu the displaced 
ruler, Pheasant the house negress, all contribute 
thing variety the story. Filipino, who happens 
upon copy the “Rights Man” and finds its 
pages concepts liberty undreamed under the abso- 
lutism van Loomis, but thinly veiled personifica- 
tion that people who imbued with the principles 
American democracy have won independence that 
terrifies them. 
faintly reminiscent the Tempest. The story that 
told contrived and unreal. The dialogue im- 
mature. The reactions all the characters are 
surdly childlike. may that Rumer Godden has 
eaten plentifully the lotus blossoms the South 
Ordinary etiquette should have taught her not 
talk when her mouth was full. 

William Field, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Seas. 


Nourse, Edwin 

The Nineteen Fifties Come First 
30, 1951. 184p. $2.00. 
Dr. Nourse’s wide background 
denced his new book entitled The Nineteen Fifties 
Come First. his earlier years was 
and teacher, well vice-president Brooking 
stitution Washington. His present fame comes from 
the position that inherited the first Chairman 
the Council Economic Advisers the President, 
where served three years, and the dispute that 
evolved when found that “under existing 
stances, the could not operate professional 
and non-political agency”. The result was that re- 
signed his position and since then has been lecture 
tour throughout the country, expounding his ideas 
the present economic situation and what about it. 
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Throughout the 184 small, compact pages the book, 
emphasizes the fact that writing econ- 
and that completely eschewing the political 
the political difficulties that have 
and belabors the Administration’s policy 
inserting them into the economic picture. His initial 
thesis that the Council Economic Advisers was set 
the Employment Act 1946 with the avowed 
purpose formulating policies that would advance the 
welfare the economy whole. That failed 
this due the political bungling our legislators, 
well the Executive branch the Government, 
the plain fact that exists today. So, the Fifties 
Come must done avert the in- 
fation are now undergoing. his own words, 
(page 10), war burdens may thrust upon 
Soviet imperialism, our greatest chance sur- 
mounting them depends upon our ability work out 
solutions rather than fumbling among 
the expediences politics.” 

develops the theme that there are three important 
pressure groups this country, each whom desires 
power. The Farmer the first come under 
criticism, and the Brannan Plan 
agrarianism, leading inevitably inflation. His second 
target Labor, and the avowed purpose Mr. Lewis 
and the C.I.O. keep the wage level constantly above 
the price level, thus continuing the vicious cycle in- 
His third group consists Businessmen, who 
seek political favor order keep demand, and 
prices, for their goods. mentions the Chamber 
Commerce, the National Association Manufac- 
turers, the Committee for Economic Development, and 
the National Industrial Conference Board group 
means for this objective, but much more cautious 
and much less critical this group than the first 
two. general, stipulates that all three groups 
want protection and furtherance their individual 
profit motives. Each wants farm subsidies, social secur- 
ity, government contracts. Each group thinks con- 
tributes the most the economy and therefore deserves 
the most the way security, but all are trying 
produce less rather than more deserve this. Labor 
fears that there not enough work around; Man- 
agement fears there not enough market around; 
Agriculture fears that production will lead overpro- 
duction and falling prices. Thus says that there are 
three alternatives the situation: (1) Inflation; (2) 
Depression; (3) The “Principle objective settlement 
economic jurisprudence”. The latter 
mean scientific action taken stabilize the 
plane high production sought under 
the Employment Act. the third alternative not 
accomplished, the first hound ensue, followed 
the second. 


After setting the stage the present, traces the 
advent inflation from the time the New Deal, the 
process being continuing Federal deficits, the monetiza- 
tion this debt the form Government bonds, in- 
creased credit business, consumer and the farmer, 
the great demand for durable goods following World 
War the low production level due 
and strikes, followed higher wages and then higher 
prices. berates the country’s acceptance govern- 
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ment deficits permanent and huge debt over 
250 billion dollars way life. 


Now with militarism the rise again, and defense 
spending huge, the country accepting more inflation 
necessary and then advocates “controls” stop it. 
points out that these controls are costly, tend 
become more rigid and permanent time goes on, 
and tend evaded times peace. advo- 
cates that just should not overcommit our mili- 
tary, neither should the military 
overcommit the nation’s industrial system. His solu- 
tion return real peace soon possible, and 
let the “competitive force the 
price structure naturally. The pressure groups men- 
tioned above should stop trying exempt themselves 
with wage hikes, business with 
price increases, and farmers with subsidies. the 
same time, the public should stop fearing for the future 
the dollar and attempting against infla- 
tion through the purchase land, commodities 
stock. This last request rather difficult one 
expect the public acquiese view the position 
the pressure groups referred above. 


concludes that everyone should realize that 
have our cake and eat too. pointed out 
that have never had endure austerity and the 
least can now give few the luxuries 
are enjoying. far better face stern realities 
today than face more serious troubles later. And 
so, the Nineteen Fifties come his own words 
(p. 184), “For myself, would rather risk criticism now 
for being partisan hard-won solvency than live 


The book well written, and even though its very basis 
pure economic theory the classical variety, can 
well understood the average citizen. not the 
first Dr. Nourse’s writing. Like America’s Capacity 
Produce, written 1934, down through The Timing 
Price Changes 1943, his present latest volume 
should give everyone something think about these 
confused times. highly recommended for every 
serious thinker. 

Herman Senker, 

Department Business Administration, 

University Scranton 


Wheeler, Keith 
Dutton. Feb. 19, 1951. 320p. $3.00. 


The Reef 


When the Marines landed Tarawa, Nickerson 
was company commander two amphibious as- 
behind him. The offshore reef proved unex- 
pected obstacle and Nick land with his com- 
pany. Later the day, when had found the 
courage ashore another part the island, his 
personal risks won the Navy because 
his failure the reef, was removed from 
and relegated staff work. Then 
career drinking and woman-chasing forget his 
shame and cover the embarrassment the belief 
his wife and son that hero. 


Eventually returned his home near Chicago, but 
barrier had been created between him and his family. 
had feeling for them and none for his job, even 


though his absence had been advanced vice 
presidency soap company. The whiskey bottle 
was either his side, his mouth, his desk 
bed. After attempting kill his wife and son 
motor accident abandoned them and lived with 
woman, “strangely whom had met 
through business associate. support all began 
grafting from business contacts. After year was de- 
tected and discharged. Simultaneously found that 
his mistress had previously been the mistress his 
associate. All was ruin. 


was given one last chance sympathetic colleagues 
and was bustled off new enterprise the Pacific 
islands. route his plane was forced down Tarawa 
where memories prompted full confession the 
Naval officer charge, commander. then at- 
tempted suicide going back the reef. The com- 
mander followed dissuade him. When the com- 
mander collapsed from heart attack, Nick was di- 
verted from his plan and realization came over him 
that could make fresh start. 


new conception time, and life and death.” 
powerful and moving variation.” (Advits) These are 
not true. 

The story marred stylistically laborious overwork- 
ing adverbs, repetition cliches, some inex- 
cusably bad writing, and structural blunders. But 
even these could forgiven the grounds that the 
trying too hard, cannot get around 
the fact that the story never comes life out 
stilted conception. And the resolution the problem 
resolution because unmotivated, insufficient and 
merely verbal. 

Partly because this too grandiose and too weak an- 
swer simple problem individual selfishness, 
partly because its tedium, and partly because its 
too photographic following its hero his frequent 
sexual display, The Reef not worth the slightest rec- 
ommendation. 

Clinton 
New York, New York 


Taylor, Rosemary Harem Scare’m 


Crowell. Feb. 23, 1951. 246p. $3.00. 

only fair admit the part which mood plays 
the perception humor. may that this reader 
was not the proper mood for 246 pages not too 
sprightly dialog and skimpy description (resurrected 
toto from years back) based episode which 
must have been colorful enough 
ately, the pages never quite show what there was 
the prim Phi Beta Kappa graduate, who planned be- 
come dean women after acquiring culture from 
brief European trip, attract the attention seasoned 
correspondents like Floyd Gibbons, John O’Brien the 
United Press, Harris the London Times, al. 
Perhaps the un-funniness due that same quarter- 
century stretch back the time the author met Gib- 
bons Spanish train and was teased him into 
abandoning her earnest inspection art galleries 
favor reporting the Riff war 
for her home town paper. 


Tayler Cooper West 


Best SELLERs 


She did not get see the sultan, and his harem, she 
had planned, though she did visit the four wives 
Fez merchant, and was invited become the number 
one concubine the sultan’s relative. Before her three 
months Morocco ended there was time for mild 
love affair with British Bank West Africa clerk, 
visit Moroccan brothel with the correspondents, 
and closer view the war the only woman 
Spanish troopship carrying 17,000 men. One whole 
chapter details the plot for proposed novel that 
came too realistically confused with her day dreams, 
Without it, the book would have been 229 pages long, 
For $3.00, that’s long enough. The trouble is, not one 
the chapters funny enough. 


Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Cooper, Duff Operation Heartbreak 
Viking. Feb. 23, 1951. 

can take faith that there are, were, English 
army officers like Willie Maryngton, the hero Duff 
Cooper’s first novel. Sir Duff should know. And, 
fact, there are times the course this book when 
must fall back trust the author’s reliability, 
because Willie intervals much stock character 
that seems unreal. is, however, the whole, 
living and very pathetic person. born military 
stock, trained for the army, dreams only martial 
glory; but too young for the first world war, too 
old for the second. Almost all this book occupied 
the bald narrative Willie’s uneventful life; the 
last few pages are given over the surprise twist, 
little like Henry but more tender and more expan- 
sively sentimental. 


153p. 


This work suffers being neither novel nor short 
The short novel very uncertain medium and 
Cooper has not used with sufficient skill. The main 
character strictly Galsworthian but the plot and the 
brevity the book require the touch Evelyn Waugh, 
touch which Cooper lacks. There here expansive- 
ness without length and brevity without compression. 
Yet, though this not brilliant book, still 
interesting yarn and will provide few hours 
ant entertainment. The overtones the decay 
lish morality would more shocking they were less 


commonplace. 

William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


West, Jessamyn The Witch Diggers 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 11, 1951. 441p. $3.50. 


While the plot The Witch Diggers not first 
importance, since primarily study character, 
one may get the flavor the book simply listing 
few the major incidents. Young Christie Fraser 
meets Cate Conboy Indiana sociable (circa 1900) 
held his uncle’s farm house. falls love with 
her wildfire wit and unpredictable temperament, 
jecting the passive charms cousin Carmen Sylva. 
Shortly afterwards Christie visits the Conboys the 
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Poor Farm. indeed rich plum pudding 
characters—two hallucinated diggers who are searching 
for paper which contains the riddle the universe, 
schizophrenic who cured his fondness for pig, 
ancient nymphomaniac, alcoholic, peeping 
Tom, few morons and the Conboys. Link Conboy, 
the father, had left his law practice help humanity; 
his motivation obscure, but seems related 
feeling guilt. His wife Lib exuberant and yet 
frustrated creature whose moods shift unpredictably 
from love jealousy and thence indifference. Dandy, 
the son, marries Nory, one the inmates and castrates 
the uncle who had seduced her. Cate’s younger sister, 
Em, acts out some the perverse imaginations 
puberty. And Cate, fearful that her passion for Christie 
evil, wrongheadedly marries local mama’s boy 
whom she loathes. She sends for Christie who dies 
attempt save Link Conboy’s prize pigs from fire 
started the witch diggers. 

The Witch Diggers has significant theme cer- 
tainly one that defies formulation. isn’t regional 
Its saving grace style will not allow classify 
mere psychological study. yet is, basically, 
anthology the morbid emotions, diagnosis 
what Miss West thinks ails great many us. There 
can course general diagnosis, for the author 
extremely faithful the theory individual differ- 
ences and its literary counterpart, the limited point 
view. For her, for many contemporary writers, gen- 
eralization artistic heresy, akin the heresy 
dogma religion and absolute truth 
character comes his fate way hidden 
paths heredity and environment, bumping into his 
fellow-wayfarers the dark. all the characters 
have least this common—they are, think them- 
be, love. They seek various complex 
ways the satisfaction for their own sensations, their 
lusts, their vanities, their appetite for knowledge. They 
are, the symbolism the book suggests, all mad when 
the wind blows from the wrong quarter. Manlief, 
whose sanity was restored his love for pig, who be- 
comes the only reliable center revelation the novel. 
Manlief alone had completed his escape from himself. 
Delivered from his own dark silences, could drink 
all the kings the mere act attend- 
ing the realities about “his heart was wrung 
the sight small domestic activities. woman 
pushing broom across back porch with little careless 
swoops, singing she worked, not caring she missed 
dirt there—that was his mind, sight be- 
hold. And woman hanging out clothes! Stoop 
the basket, stretch the line, and behind her 
whole flaunting, windstruck household, 
than when animated legs and arms. When would 
have his fill sights that kind?” 

Manlief that Cate turns last and Manlief 
who says that she shouldn’t feel shame because all 
happened chance. 

For all its rich particularity, its description mood 
and weather, its thickened sense character, its 
direct presentation experience, The Witch Diggers 
heart icy book. hard say why this im- 
contradictory the author’s direct pur- 
pose, should overwhelming. Perhaps because 
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the author, effort avoid traditional clichés 
thought and feeling, concentrated the capricious and 
the grotesque. Perhaps she yielded the fundamental 
heartlessness the sceptic who can’t feel very com- 
passionate, since compassion assumes common fate 
and common hope. And Miss West’s people are, 
despite her valiant efforts universalize them, clearly 
deprived their human patrimony. Her treatment 


several scenes, well the generally sceptical char- 


acter the whole novel, does not the book 
the immature reader. 
Francis Connolly, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Caroline Hicks 


Karig, Walter 

Rinehart. Feb. 21, 1951. 438p. $3.50. 
Caroline Hicks suggests variety unkind subheads— 
such explanatory for instance, “Miss Podunk 
Goes Washington”, “Carol Plunderland”, 
even, more earthily accurate, “Snow White and 
the Seven For it’s the oft-told tale 
the wide-eyed small town secretary who comes seek 
her future the nation’s capital and begins instantly 
learn about life from the birds and the bureaucrats. 


Sharing crowded room with two experienced govern- 
ment girls—flip, hard-boiled Shirley Johnson, and Irish 
Catholic Margaret O’Brien, involved unhappy 
love affair with divorced Army Colonel—Caroline 
soon sheds her innocent naivete. Purported illus- 
trative all Washington women, their interests are 
bordered (1) men, and failing that commodity (2) 
liquor. beautiful but brainless heroine takes 
both with excess, and well along the primrose 
path the cheap little adventuress the book’s end. 


Mr. Karig smugly classifies his novel profile 
Washington with its hair curlers and its stockings 
and bra the shower-bath railing”. Needless add, 
most the unsavory types brought light recent 
Congressional investigations vie for honors, from the 
homosexuals down the line the obvious sinecurists 
with which the Civil Service payrolls seem 
swelled. 

Since the newspapers have already done pretty thor- 
cugh job disseminating intimate Pentagon scandals, 
the parallel fictional case Caroline Hicks irrele- 
vant, immaterial and insulting, since supposed 
depict the average office worker. further objec- 
tionable because neither Walter Karig nor his char- 
acters are any wise shocked the city’s evils, but 
them matter-of-factly. All all, new “low” 
for the author Lower Than Angels. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 
* * 


Jenkins, Sara The Brand New Parson 
Crowell. Feb. 19, 1951. 246p. $3.00. 


The Brand New Parson, very simply told story the 
first year the active life Methodist minister, 
book designed for the orthodox Protestant family circle. 
After Rob Anderson’s graduation from college 1900, 
the Methodist bishop assigned him the task found- 


ork 


Linklater Challis 


ing new church Georgia town. keeping with 
the intention display many likeable, laudable and 
human facets the preacher possible, there are 
several lines conflict the story, all about equal 
importance the physical expansion the church, 
the drama the town drunkard, the adventure the 
village atheist, the wooing the wistful widow. 


course, Rob successful. The church built; the 
drunkard reformed; the prostitute’s daughter 
stored society; the atheist becomes trustee the 
church; the wiles the widow are providentially frus- 
trated. All this happens because Rob’s simplicity 
and honesty, and for the same reasons wins for wife 
from another, more superficially accomplished preacher, 
the daughter the senior minister the town. 


Behind the tale the backdrop the preaching life 
the Ebenezer Camp, the Conference, and the day 
day pleasures and pains the minister’s family life. 
choosing 1900 for the time, the author has elected 
not trap the story with period details. The speech 
and outlook most the characters smack mod- 
ernity, but are way inconsistent with the purposes 
the All all, with its optimism and insight 
into the fundamental good most its persons, the 
somewhat more sophisticated than Pollyanna. 
might even appear that the author has chosen 
demonstrate that inoffensive and sympathetic story 
could done fairly breezy fashion without portray- 
ing the hero prig. 


There one questionable scene which the new par- 
son permits dying circus performer believe that 
Catholic priest. Because the man’s semi-de- 
lirious state, the preacher performs routine that passes 
for Viaticum. From different viewpoint, the author 
herself questions this act and concludes that the minis- 
ter did not scandalize his ministry dealing with 
Catholic and doing for him what would have 
wanted had priest been available. 


With this exception, there nothing objectionable 
about the book. While scarcely commendable for 
any purposive reading, certainly, for its intended 
audience, “family” book. 

Doris 

New York, New York 


Linklater, Eric Byculla 


Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 26, 1951. 160p. 

Jones 

mid- 
night one night. Fanny’s neck hac Ronnie 
Killaloe, cadging son India Sir Simon 
Killaloe, Ke aE. CEE;. had been the last one to see 
her alive. had left her that night, after 
giving her five-pound note, part his day’s winnings 
the Harringay races. had been tried for the 
murder, but acquitted. His defense had cost Sir Simon 
shame and chagrin. help defray the expenses, Sir 
Simon had had sell number his modest collec- 
tion Indian paintings. Dr. George Lessing had bought 
small one for five pounds, promising send the 
amount Sir Simon. Dr. George Lessing was psy- 


policeman found Fanny Bruce 
Street, off the north side Ber 


Best 


chiatrist moderate practice, married woman 
several years younger than he, Claire being her name. 
Claire and Ronnie Killaloe had been carrying 
desultory affaire, unbeknownst the Doctor. Among 
Dr. Lessing’s patients was Mr. Byculla, tall, dark 
man with large teeth who came from Beirut, 
and who had curious pride his curious pedigre 

His name was really but called 
Byculla remind himself his wealthy father’s 
successful attempts become member the 
sive Byculla Club Bombay. Mr. Byculla had intro. 
duced himself Sir Simon the British Museum one 
day, when discovered that and Sir Simon shared 
interest the criminal castes India, and 
larly the Thugs. congenial did they become that 
Mr. Byculla moved into Sir Simon’s hotel 
ton. There they would meet one the 
room after dinner talk. And one these 
sions, Mr. Byculla admitted knowledge manu- 
script “Statement Hanuman Chand, Thug from 
dated November 1832, which described how 
the Thugs were taught the best method dispatching 
the victims they robbed and which insisted that the 
true Thug murdered only those whom they, “for 
ligious believed intolerably unhappy 
this life and needing help into the next and 
ably happy one. Mr. Byculla even demonstrated 
Sir Simon how the professionally adept Thug could 
break man’s neck swiftly and silently. The method 
was, pointed out, perfectly portrayed that 
little picture Sir Simon had sold Dr. Lessing. 


One Tuesday afternoon, after pleasant session Dr. 
Lessing’s couch describing his curious dreams, Mr. By- 
culla paid his fee with five-pound note the serial 
number which, pointed out the Doctor, was 
number. Doctor Lessing decided send the 
luck and the five pounds owed him Sir Simon. 
There was delay mailing the note, and Sir Simon 
received bit late; but just time for Ronnie 
steal it, and some other notes, from his father’s wallet. 
Since that note bore the same number the one which 
Ronnie had given Fanny Bruce the night she was 
murdered, suspects his father the 
not let him destroy the note, and exchanges for 
monev from her purse. Dr. Lessing finds the note 
Claire’s purse Sir Simon dies fall down the 
steps Green Park underground Dr. 
Well, would fair give all the Mr. 
Linklater tells his story with casual, dry manner that 
perfect for this tale. His Mr. Byculla straight out 
sophisticated Grand Guignol, mysterious and in- 
gratiating and and sinister. enigmatic man, 
and something symbol. You will find more meat 
this short, suspenseful and almost brilliantly executed 
book than most others twice its length. very 
choice bit adult fiction. 


Challis, George The Bait and the Trap 
Harper. Jan. 1951. 213p. $2.50. 

Here good its kind—an adventure set 
pseudo-renaissance Into the service Cesare 
whose ambition rule Italy already favored 
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with the assistance the deft counsellor Machiavelli 
and the subtle poisoner Bonfadini, comes Tizzo, incom- 
parable swordsman (right hand) and peerless ax- 
wielder (left hand) who has entered into temporary 
alliance with the Duke order ward off some more 
immediately pressing difficulties with that other proud 
the Sforzas. Borgia welcomes Tizzo, 
put him his own sly uses, motive which Tizzo 
remains unaware. How Tizzo nimbly dodges the vari- 
ous thrusts himself, his father, and his sweetheart— 
thrusts variously engineered Borgia, Sforza, Swiss 
captain, vengeful peasant—constitutes the bulk 
the story, which moves rapidly from dire peril hair- 
escape and around again. Tizzo duly comports 
himself adventurer should, rising every chal- 
lenge with that ambidextrous might his that obviates 
the use his brain. But this brainless hero not 
without morals; fact, one the amusing aspects 
the story the contrast between open, frank Tizzo (his 
half-English, half-Italian blood will not permit Borgia 
slaughter boy hostage before the very eyes the 
mother) and his treacherous, brutal enemies. 
Entertaining, too, the way Machiavelli pops out 
the background once while make dark state- 
ment: “When tool has accomplished its purpose, 
should broken before thrown away.” This 
Borgia anent Tizzo; and Borgia impressed with this 
and similar remarks that says, “Machiavelli, you 
have brain that the world will hear from one day”. 
And lastly, the story full pleasantly outrageous 
woman’s nose compared the Apen- 
nines, Tizzo’s cleaving helmet that had with- 
sood century blows, his conquest five-foot 
sword with mere stick cane. But these things 
call for wink the eye; they certainly don’t harm 
anyone. you want ninety minutes light reading, 
change from murder detective stories, this 
fair book. 

Joseph 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


Gunther, John The Riddle MacArthur 
Harper. Jan. 31, 1951. 240p. $2.75. 

This not one, but several books. There is, first all, 
MacArthur past and present, originally 
written for Look magazine, which financed the author’s 
the Orient, plus chapter MacArthur’s mis- 
adventures American politics—in all pages. There 
follows “Inside” story Japan, Korea and the Far 
East, “Mr. Inside” himself—95 pages. Two chap- 
pages—are sheer journalistic report the 
Korean war, reported first hand one who had the 
god fortune Japan when that war broke out. 
There also good index. 

The title, therefore, misnomer. After Gunther gets 
through with him, there riddle about MacArthur, 
there ever was. military genius, capable 
proconsul, and astounding egotist. The real heart 
the book useful and original report the impact 
the American occupation. One suspects, 
therefore, that the title was imposed the publisher 
selling purposes. Also, regret that the “Inside 


Japan” story was not filled out book 
under that title. 
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may said once that Gunther almost com- 
pletely captivated MacArthur’s personality and 
achievements. admits the General’s many mis- 
takes, but these mostly explains away, usually 
throwing the blame subordinate officials. Those 
which cannot explain, allows all honesty 
stand their nakedness. The net result, doubtless 
intended such, picture very great man, with 


all the defects greatness, doing very fine job 


re-making his image nation 82,000,000 people. 


The chapters devoted this picture inside Japan 
far substantiate this claim. Mr. Gunther has all the 
insatiable curiosity first-class reporter, and does 
seem have broken through the Brass Curtain Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters and gone poking around many 
out-of-the-way places and among many classes the 
Japanese themselves. does nothing else, pretty 
well solves one the major puzzles our time: why, 
when had stripped down our armed forces Japan 
defend Korea, the Japanese did not rise and drive 
out the skeletonized American office groups 
mained. The answer lies the combination the 
peculiar character the Japanese and MacArthur’s 
extraordinary ascendency over them. 


Mr. Gunther’s readers well know, however, can 
very naive. Some the experiments “democ- 
racy” which portrays and which apparently ap- 
proves are pretty terrifying. The profound changes 
that have been worked, the surface least, 
family life and the status women, politics and in- 
dustry and agriculture, and religious and cultural life, 
far beyond what would tolerated our country. 
give but one instance, Mr. Gunther does not seem 
all alarmed the provision the Eugenic- 
Protection Law (for which has boundless admira- 
tion, the way) which calls for compulsory steriliza- 
tion all who suffer from ridiculous list some 
twenty more so-called hereditary diseases. Many 
these diseases are either not diseases all, not 
hereditary, hereditary, not dangerous. Somebody 
suspects MacArthur’s Health and Welfare 
Brig. Gen. Crawford Sams—has been experi- 
menting helpless Japanese population. the 
three lines devoted this provision, Mr. Gunther 
mentions that 5,749 women were sterilized 1949, 
and, significantly enough, males. The birth-control 
provisions this law, incidentally, may well prove the 
major obstacle any large-scale conversions Japanese 
the Catholic Faith. 

Wilfrid Parsons, 

Catholic University America, 


Washington, 


Faulkner, William Soldiers’ Pay 
Liveright Publishing Corp. Feb. 19, 1951. 319p. $3.00. 
Now, that the 1949 Nobel prize for literature has been 
belatedly bestowed William Faulkner, was 
expected that publishers would exploit him “our 
greatest living writer, our only genius”, even reading 
had assented that dictum Richard 


Still the publishers’ advantage one mutually shared 
large and lately interested reading public. That 


end the 
Simon. 
Simon 
wallet. 
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why the reprint Faulkner’s long out print first 
book, Soldiers’ Pay (1926), important. hind 
sight tend evaluate him peak. see him, 
adapting the natural coincidence author and locale, 
taking for his territory the town Jefferson and Yokna- 
patawpha County, and portraying the tragic legend 
(almost allegory) its history during the century fol- 
lowing its settlement, blending together the escalator 
fortunes the varied social groups that people it. 
Faulkner’s mosaic contemporary life makes de- 
pressing little world pieced together from the clouded 
fragments violence, degeneracy, fear, madness, and 
psychological obsessions. exists the ebb one 
ruinous social rampage and the flow another. 
black soil the silt old order washed away 
the Civil War and polluted progressive modernism 
and materialistic exploitation. Faulkner splashes 
broad canvas the present day South yet unre- 
claimed landscape moral confusion and social decay. 


But Soldiers’ Pay, where was only getting the feel 
his brushes, his strokes are not quite garish nor 
deft. But heavy with import. has not yet 
come far enough South settle Jefferson, nor even 
find Mississippi, but significant signpost pointing 
the future direction. And the mileage literary 
effort does not seem that Yoknapatawpha County 
very far from Georgia. 


Soldiers’ Pay has never bulked large the same way 
The Sound and the Fury Intruder the Dust have, 
but its reprint will fill necessary space any Faulk- 
ner shelf, his greatness honestly measured, 
not only peak, but through the varying stages 
the upward climb. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Portrait Leon Bloy 
125p. $2.00. 


Dubois, Elfriede 

Sheed Ward. Jan. 25, 1951. 
Here little work which fulfills superbly the promise 
its those who know something that 
fascinating character who called himself Pilgrim 
the Absolute”, that praise indeed. For Leon Bloy 
was strange and difficult, truly terrible man. Great 
spiritual gifts, singleness purpose, and literary skill 
approaching genius were perpetual conflict with in- 
credible vanity, amazing obstinacy, and supreme self- 
confidence. 


ten brief chapters the author presents Bloy telling 
excerpts from his own writings and from the testimony 
his friends and associates. His devotion Poverty 
the manner the primitive Franciscans his 
dedication suffering and sorrow the fashion the 
mystics are here seen and wondered at, not 
understood. Here too are some the amazing con- 
trasts his unbalanced nature; humble before God, 
could rage searing anger, proud and independent be- 
fore men; devout Catholic, castigated the clergy 
and hated clericalism; offering his sufferings charity 
for the souls the poor, often rejoiced the mis- 
fortunes and failures men did not hesitate 
judge his own extreme measure. Remy Gour- 
mont wrote his work, “His books look they had 
been written St. Thomas collaboration 


Dubois Stokes 


Best 


with first discoverer, Barbey 
d’Aurevilly, said “Leon Bloy cathedral gargoyle 
pouring the waters heaven good and bad alike” 
Reading this book will not solve the enigma Bloy 
nor determine the extent his success failure. 
will bring this modern prophet vividly life for 
little while and inspire much meditation. Many 
souls seem have gained grace through him. 


John Ellis Bourne, 

Departments Philosophy 
and Education, 

University Scranton 


Stokes, Thomas The Savannah 
Rinehart. Feb. 21, 1951. $4.00. 


This the forty-third volume The Rivers America 
series. Its author, newspaper man born Georgia, 
writes with zest the history, sees it, the folk, 
past and present, dwelling the watersheds the 
Savannah River, which, formed the junction the 
Seneca and the Tugaloo not far below the North Caro 
lina border, thenceforth the boundary between South 
Caroline and Georgia, until flows into the ocean clos 
the city that bears its name; after draining more than 
one-tenth the two states divides. 


The written history the Savannah begins with the 
passage Soto’s expedition 1540. years 
later the French were raiding the Carolina coast. 
1670 the English had arrived—and they had come 
stay. Fighting there was with the Spaniards, the French 
and the Indians; defeats and victories and massacres 
but Savannah Town and Charleston rose the coast 
and, though often threatened, endured. 


There were social experiments, too; such James 
thorpe’s attempt found new Utopia the land 
named Georgia. Utopia soon faded. Slavery came in, 
had already come South Carolina. The 
ness began yield the settlements and the planta 
tions. The Revolution set new theory 
ment without much altering men’s way life. The 
cotton kingdom grew, the enrichment the coastal 
aristocracy and the resentment the plebians the 
hill country. The War between the States smashed 
the old culture and put nothing its place. The Day 
the Demagogues came and has not yet wholly gone. 
The Savannah still flows through land problems, 
indeed, but hope and promise, 


Mr. Stokes has tried hard fair appraising the 
historical characters, evaluating the events, 
scribes. Oglethorpe, Gwinett, Whitney, William Long 
street, Shultz, Calhoun, Legaré, Stephens, Toombs, 
Cobb, Sherman, Hampton, Watson, Tillman—all have 
their turn the scene, and none maligned, though 
some are censured. fact, the author’s sketches 
Thomas Watson and Benjamin Tillman are out 
standingly good. 


The Savannah ends note hopefulness. Mr. 
Stokes believes that flood-control and power dams now 
under way will bring back the great river, another 
fashion, its usefulness older day. 


The book has bibliography and index, and large 
and small illustrations from drawings Lamar Dodd. 
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Written popular style, should interest the gen- 
eral reader, though controversial points not all 
readers will always agree with Mr. Stokes’ opinions. 


William Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Wheelwright, Jere Kentucky Stand 
Scribners. Beb. 279p. $3.00. 

was 1777 and Jim Cheston was still schoolboy, the 
schoolboy Maryland his strongwilled grand- 
mother, substituting for Jim’s British-imprisoned father, 
kept him under tutelage. flareup temper 
ball persuades Grandmother Dorsey that she 
has been wrong and she sends Jim spend year 
with his Uncle Trev the western Virginia mountains. 
With Trev, Jim sets out for Kaintuckee (sic) where his 
uncle hopes speculate land. But Indians ambush 
the party and all save Jim are killed. Jim rescued 
and taken Boonesborough where lives with Lige 
and Liza Bonham, brother and sister. The long trip 
has taught Jim much and carried him partway along 
the road manhood but still only half-formed. 
Inexperienced must still play his part 
Indian scout, hunter and farmer survive 
frontier life. 


falls love with Liza but between them lies the 
spectre his Tidewater ancestry which cannot 
quite forget. this, she keeps him arm’s 
length and indeed they quarrel bitterly occasion. 
jim gradually toughens into acceptable frontiersman 
and faces the rigors hunt and scout, including the 
famous expedition where Boone and half the settle- 
ment’s manpower were captured under circumstances 
smacking treachery. Then came the spring and the 
anticipated Indian attack, which was finally repulsed. 
lim blamed himself for Lige’s death the last melee 
but one else would agree. When Liza becomes en- 
another man because she cannot see Jim wast- 
ing his potentialities Kaintuckee returns, heavy- 
hearted but unbroken, his responsibilities Mary- 
land. 

story frontier life early Kentucky this brief 
novel is, its minor way, extremely successful. 
giving picture the country, its inhabitants, their 
environment, problems and attitudes quite com- 
petently done. story growth from adolescence 
into manhood under the spur danger and responsi- 
bility adequate. story lively adventure 
with objectionable complications quite readable 
and may recommended all. 


* 


Wilkins, Vaughan The City Frozen Fire 
Macmillan. Feb. 13, 1951. 250p. $3.00. 

Once twice year reviewer, all unsuspecting, will 
pick book that just plain story, without shoddy 
pseudo-complications and, even though 
minor import, his only complaint then that 
far too short; his only wish that the author had 
gone had expanded certain sections. Thus 
with the present book. compound Rider Hag- 
and Robert Louis Stevenson simply fantastic 
adventure story with boy the central figure and 
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only blacks and whites for evil and good instead the 
shades and shadows usually found. And course 
there whimsy there must any imaginary story 
where reality partially suspended and high adven- 
ture lurks. 

The scene set Wales 1826 when 14-year-old 
Tops meets wounded stranger speaking strange mix- 
ture Latin and archaic Welsh and loaded down 
rubies. Bearer letter Tops’ father, classical 
scholar, the stranger turns out Prince 
Quivera, community Welsh who had fled from 
Britain six hundred years before find haven 
isolated spot the northeastern coast South Amer- 
ica. Protected secret harbor and barriers im- 
passible volcanic islands they had lived peace with 
knowledge the outer world until shipwrecked 
load convicts accidentally found their refuge only 
pillage and despoil for the sake wealth gold and 
rubies. Madoc then went forth search help and 
ended the Standishes. 

But his secret had been discovered aboard the brig 
which brought him Britain and crew arms-smug- 
gling pirates headed Captain Darkness and his mate 
Mr. Yemm, oddly contrasted pair whimsically 
evil villains are found the whole litera- 
ture, steals Madoc’s map and part his treasure. 
expedition launched follow and save Quivera. 
Tops and his father, neighboring young baronet, Sir 
Richard, the young and pretty Aunt Tuppency together 
with Mr. Laurin, manufacturer fireworks and Con- 
greve rockets, and his Chinese assistant sail the 
Volcano, one the earliest steamships. When they 
reach the New World they receive news that the 
Ursula Howell, with Captain Darkness and his crew, 
has been lost. The only survivors are Mr. Yemm who 
rescued from desert isle and Dumb Dick from 
South American port. 

And Quivera where Madoc’s people welcome 
them and the convicts are routed Mr. Laurin’s 
rockets and Madoc’s spearmen. And where Tops 
meets Oliver, Madoc’s niece and wryly bloodthirsty 
young hoyden could imagined. Both have con- 
strued the Aeneid and their Latin gives them 
common starting point. But then they find Mr. Yemm 
engaged mysterious affairs and finally spy 
meeting with Captain Darkness whose clever mind had 
spread the tales his demise and planted Yemm 
spy the enemy camp. The children are kidnapped 
and hidden cave until the small pirate band can 
sieze the volcano and bargain for the Cymry treasure. 
Killing then comes apace Yemm forsakes his 
master and tries save the children, yielding even his 
life. With the help former convict and Mr. Laurin 
the children retake the Volcano and Darkness flees 
only caught and hung warship’s captain. 
The Quiverans destroy the secret entrance their 
country the adventurers sail away and the stowaway 
Oliver forced return Britain. 


tale adventure City Frozen Fire will grip any 
reader and character after character will yield amusing 
chuckles from the octogenarian expert rocketry 
Yemm, the schoolmaster turned knitting pirate. Save 
for Darkness’ sadism and bit violence and sudden 
death here and there the book unobjectionable and 
may recommended all classes readers. 


Keller, James, M.M. 
Careers That Change Your World 


Doubleday. Nov. 22, 1950. 302p. $2.00 bound; 


cents, pocket book. 


The Christopher Movement continues its work prac- 
tical advice and stimulating suggestion for the improve- 
ment the world this, its fourth book. After 
introductory chapter which analyzes again the weak- 
nesses modern society and the opportunities for con- 
structive service, presents eight chapters detailed 
instruction for the Each chapter 
divided into four sections, designed serve the 
starting points for study clubs and discussion groups. 
Each chapter has its own bibliography study aids for 
more advanced group individual use. 


Emphasizing the Christopher thesis that everyone de- 
voted religion and the welfare his nation and 
neighbor should something about the first sug- 
gestion for each sincere person become worker 
for good, missioner, get job with purpose 
field real influence rather than well-paying posi- 
tion. After brief exhortation improve the world 
good actions and pray the Holy Spirit for direc- 
tion, the book goes over immediately the very prag- 
matic field educational and vocational guidance. 
Seven areas are chosen those which offer the greatest 
opportunity for Christophers influence the world for 
good and counter the efforts those who are the 
enemies religion and the American way life. They 
are government service, television, atomic energy, col- 
lege teaching, labor relations, social service, and secre- 
tarial work. Each analyzed some detail 
opportunities and the qualities required for success. 


The presentation attractive; the information accu- 
rate and supported the evidence practical workers 
the respective fields; numerous examples 
entirely keeping with current information and 
practices vocational guidance. The division fields 
work good and sufficiently extensive for the pur- 
poses the book. Although some will question the 
feilure the movement develop real and dynamic 
organization, and criticize its unwillingness “do some- 
thing about it” beyond mere suggestion and exhorta- 
tion, this little work has real merit itself and should 
prove most helpful interested beginners. 

John Kent, 

Chinchilla, 


Pennsylvania 


DICTIONARIES ARE BEST SELLERS, TOO 


Barnhart, Clarence (editor) 
Thorndike-Barnhart Comprehensive Desk 
Dictionary 

Doubleday. Feb. 1951. 


Most teachers Freshman-English courses face pretty 
much the same problem every college. Most 
their students come college woefully unprepared for 
appreciative study literature; but they are convinced 
that they “know English” because they have been talk- 
ing it, approximately least, since they began articu- 
late, they can read books (of comics), and they have 
“had English” for twelve years primary and second- 
ary schools. For this last reason, they are psychologi- 


896p. $2.75. 


Keller Barnhart Colby 


cally unresponsive the “remedial courses” spell. 
ing, syntax, punctuation, organization; and the valye 
such courses problematical the degree 
provement within the amount time expended 
compared with the sacrifice valuable curriculum 
time required attain even the modicum. Most 
all, these fledging collegiates need learn what 
mean, and more words; their vocabularies are painfully 
meager. Now, dictionary one the most desirable 
tools for such learning; that, and discipline wide 
and wisely-guided reading. But, and here very 
real problem, the adequate “College Dictionary” 
“Standard Desk Dictionary” available the marke 
are high-priced, $5.00 $7.00. Reckon also, that the 
normal Freshman “composition” texts range from 
$5.00, the lower-priced with little and the higher. 
priced with hardly more than mere minimum 
illustrative “reading material” incorporated the 
demand both Dictionary and Text the Freshman 
student means demanding expenditure $10.00 for 
his English course. still has three four other 
courses buy texts for. 


Well, course, the Freshman English, 
the text-books manuals, distinct from actual 
ary texts, are not really necessary the instructor does 
any real teaching. The best them are little more 
than published copies classroom 
lectures, with without illustrative materials. That 
probably why there are many very little different 
from one another. 


One value the Thorndike-Barnhart Dictionary that 
adequate working tool reasonable price— 
about half the cost the more complete and 
its-field American College Dictionary. Besides that, 
the (trade code abbreviation) has been pre- 
pared one the chief editors the ACD and has 
great deal the same excellences: clear, to-the-point 
definitions; careful and sound etymology; 
able and actually illustrative examples word-usages 
which need such explanation; easy pronunciation 
key that does not wholly adopt nor yet entirely abandon 
the international phonetic symbols; and sufficient, 
ciently-brief introductory chapters advising how use 
the dictionary, summarizing American English 
Punctuation rules and reasons why, Manuscript 
preparation and correction, and, finally, 
This dictionary fortunately free the old appendices 
place names (gazeteer), names famous folk 
and sim. Any such data may normally 
needed for reference included, (as the 
ACD), the alphabetical listings the words. 

For home and school use, one cannot afford the 
ACD, the TBCDD that rare occurence, the reason- 
able facsimile thereof. anyone’s money’s worth. 


Colby, Frank 


The American Pronouncing Dictionary 


Troublesome Words 
1951. $4.50. 


Mr. Colby has done service compiling this 
nouncing dictionary”. First all, unabashedly 
and forth-rightly American his pronunciation 
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ences; and for that reason alone, should put 
charge whole herds radio announcers 
mentators who appear trying most awfully 
ape what must seem them CULL-tuh’d English- 
English. has, furthermore, easily apprehended 
pronunciation key, e.g., Monongahela: muh-nong-guh- 
HEE-luh And there 
pronounced should and is, Mr. Colby takes 
explain, often humorously; as, for example, why 
Moscow still popularly and acceptably pronounced 
with NOW, although was intended and may 
correctly rhymed with TOE. He, Colby this 
is), comes closest any the pronunciation pundits 
correct approximation French; and what im- 
that over the “on equals ONG, sur sounds 
SEER” school who have perpetrated their gau- 
cheries many manuals and phrase books. 


Some 3000 troublesome words, including 
and place names, common foreign phrases, are 
neatly and genially interpreted for the speaker. Argu- 
ments over disputed variants are anticipated and dis- 
armed. This would seem indispensable refer- 
ence book for radio announcers, teachers and platform 
speakers. 


Temple, William Four-Sided Triangle 


First published England last year, this book was writ- 
ten during the African and Italian campaigns the 
last war only rewritten when Hiroshima outdated 
the portions where atomic energy was used gim- 
mick. Two young scientists, Bill and Rob, developed 
machine, the Reproducer, which would duplicate any 
abject down the last atom. Through the medium 
aretired doctor, who tells the story, they meet rather 
unconventional girl, Lena, who has just been saved 
from suicide. She joins them work the Repro- 
ducer and the ordinary triangle develops both men 
love with her. Lena, however, chooses Rob 
and Bill, out love for his friend, attempts forget 
her. The stress and strain, thus reproduced, are too 
for Bill and finally suggests making repro- 
duction Lena for himself. 


After some argument all concerned agreed and the 
duplication performed, the resultant Dorothy marry- 
ing Bill. After slight improvement matters, during 
which time the partners build new machine for 
atomic energy more efficiently, the situation 
again worsens discovered that Lena’s love for 
Bill has been duplicated Dorothy and the “four- 
sided triangle” now complete. the course ex- 
periment Bill killed atomic explosion and the 
situation becomes more strained Rob now free 
love both women though married only one. Rob 
with his conscience, the girls take more 
direct action and one found dead, the other uncon- 
the river. The doctor and Rob agree that 
Lena but both are uncertain and the uncertainty 
coupled with the reviving girl’s apathy hinders her 
recovery. 


The doctor finally finds persuasive evidence prove 
1 . . . . 
the survivor Lena and, with Rob’s uncertainty 
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vanished, she regains the will live and happily 
reunited with Rob. the story ends the doctor dis- 
covers that she was really Dorothy but does nothing 
change the situation. Ingeniously contrived and com- 
petently written the story impossible that arro- 
gates man the process creation human being, 
denies implicitly the existence human soul, makes 
shambles morality and well-larded with 


excess maundering philosophical drivel. need 


recommended any class reader. 


Simak, Clifford 
Gnome Press. 1950. 224p. $2.50. 


This slightly expanded novelette tells the story two 
newscasters route Pluto cover the takeoff 
new ship which hopes reach the nearer stars. The 
monotony the journey broken when they discover 
beautiful girl, state suspended animation, upon 
drifting derelict. They awaken her find that she 
idealistic scientist who was punished thousand 
years before for refusal reveal dangerous weapon. 
The party, finally composed Pluto, consists 
Herb Harper and Gary Nelson, the 
Tommy Evans, the space pilot, Caroline Martin, the 
1,000 year old scientist beauty, and Dr. Kingsley, an- 
other scientist stationed Pluto. 


Cosmic Engineers 


Kingsley and Caroline solve the mystery unknown 
communications from outer space. Thus they learn 
that another approaching universe about collide 
with their own the destruction both. Only 
group advanced individuals, the Cosmic Engineers, 
stand between the universe and destruction. These 
engineers are calling for assistance both their prob- 
lem and against their bitter enemies, the Hellhounds. 
Kingsley, Caroline, Herb, Tommy and Gary the 
edge the Universe, participate conference, seek 
solution traveling ahead time, undergo many 
adventures but finally return time save the uni- 
verse. They then discover the Cosmic Engineers 
robots planted future man and return earth 
get ready for the time when the human race can as- 
sume the place prepared the robots. 


the whole this adventure story written against 
confused and almost meaningless scientific back- 
ground hyperdimensions, unknown energies, time 
travel and the possibility human development. 
scarcely ranks important science fiction 
attract few readers save the younger brackets. 


Asimov, Isaac 
Gnome. 1951. 253p. $2.50. 


Robot 


This collection nine short stories dealing with me- 
chanical brains and robots woven together slightly 
the reminiscences woman robopsychologist upon 
her retirement. All stories are based upon the “three 
laws robotics” which are built into the positronic 
brains, the controlling centers the robots. Those laws 
are: robot may not injure human being, or, 
through inaction, allow human being come 
harm”; robot must obey the orders given 
human beings except where such orders would conflict 
with the First Law”; robot must protect its own 
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existence long such protection does not conflict anthropomorphic viewpoint. speculative 
with the First Second Law”. The characters may hold some interest for adults. 
nine stories are constanly wondering whether not 
these laws are working since almost every case the 
plots are built about aberrant behavior robots. There 

are tales robot nurse whom child’s affections NOTICE 


clung, robot with sense superiority, mind- Present plans call for the publication 
reading robot whose misinterpretation the first law 


led him into becoming liar, the mechanical brain microfilm edition the entire volumes 

which developed sense humor escape from pos- Best Sellers (1941-1951) cost $10. 
sible insanity over fear breaking the first law and would appreciate orders from those interested 

finally the ultimate brain machines which ran man’s soon possible. 

life for him. speculations all these are interestingly 


developed sort psychological cant and from 
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